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THE NEW-ENGLAND GIRL’S SONG
ABOUT THANKSGIVING DAY
Rennie Ament
Unfollow the river and burn the wood.
Let sleigh carry the horse for once.
Be odd like horses lying down,
their apricot-sized nostrils.
Road stripped of necessity,
stay down, grow snake-steering—
slither off animal attributes.
If you say lamb, I say hawk,
if you say, You act like a hawk,
I put on lamb and preen superior
softness. Wet snow for breakfast,
pie for music: they await
the final verse, where grandma laps
around the yard, all her old rapes jingling.
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